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, IN the Preface to my Songs Opera 4, I obſerved, that Poetry for the 

higheſt of muſical Expreſſion, muſt come from the Heart, and apply to it.” The 
Pſalms abound with ſuch Poetry, both in the penitential, and thankſgiving Stile; tho 
there are but few of them, as entire Pieces, fit for Muſic. 
taken the liberty of collecting Sentiments ſcattered thro' various Pſalms ; it being eaſier 
to form, than to find ſuch a Succeſſion of Paſſages as ſuited with my Purpoſe. Leſt it 
may be imagined that I have deſtroyed a Connection, inſtead of making it ; I will here 
ſubjoin the Words I have choſen, for the Convenience of reading them at once 4 ---- 
Whoever will take the trouble of picking them out from the Original, will find them 


in (and about) the ſixty-ninth Pſalm, and will ſee that I have not inſerted, nor altered 


any thing; but have only brought ſuch Thoughts rogether as might naturally occur to 


a Mind oppreſſed with Affliction ; and at laſt, deriving Hope from a Remembrance of 


former Mercies. A greater Tranſition than this, appears to me, unnatural. 


The Ode 3 altered, in any reſpect, from the Original — it is entitled, e 


dying Chriſtian, to his Soul; and is ſufficiently known, and admired, Perhaps it 


may be worth remarking, that it is the only Piece of Pope J fit for Muſic, tho never 


intended for i it. 


Both in the Anthem, and Ode, I have aimed more at Stile, than Compoſition. 


be . by the Skilful. 


+ Hear me, O God, in the Multitude of thy Mercy ; they that are my Enemies are mighty ! Hide not 
thy Face from thy Servant, O haſte thee, and hear me! 


Deliver me out of the hand of the ungodly, out of the hand of the unrighteous and cruel Man. 


not away in the Time of my Age, forſake me not when my Strength faileth. Thou haſt been my Succour, O 
leave me not, forſake me not, 0 God of my Salvation ! : 


In thee, O Lord, I put my truſt Turn thee unto we, ' have Mercy * me; 2 will I thank thee with 


my whole Heart, and praiſe thy Name for evermore l. 
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